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Pastoral Epistle:
Preparing for the Coming of Christ
On November 15 each year we launch into
one of the four annual fasting seasons — the
Nativity Fast. Known in the West as “Advent,”
meaning “coming,” this is a period of
preparation for the coming of Christ. Of
course, we think of the Lord’s incarnation and
birth in the shepherd’s cave in Bethlehem,
which we celebrate at Christmas. This joyful
feast comes like a brightly
shining star as the days
reach their shortest and the
nights their longest span in
the midst of winter. Christ
the Savior is born, and we
glorify Him as the “Sun of
righteousness” with jubilant
hymns and the giving of
presents.
The “coming” of the Lord
has another meaning as
well. As we confess each
time we recite the Nicene
Creed, Christ “shall come
again with glory to judge the living and the
dead.” Actually, if you read the Creed in
Greek, you say, “ερχόμενον” which means
“is coming.” He is coming again. It’s
something that’s happening even now, as I
write this, and as you read this. It’s
something that’s always taking place. Jesus
is coming to us, to you. And He longs to find
you prepared…or at least in the process of
preparing for Him.

In this issue:
Preparing for Christ’s Coming
St. Daniel & Burying the Dead
Wisdom for Living

We always speak during this season of
making a place in the manger of our hearts
for Christ. This is not just sentimental talk. It’s
a necessity — something essential for us.
The Lord asks, “When the Son of Man
comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke
18:8). This rhetorical question is for us to ask
ourselves, and we ask it in a focused way
during this season. He’s asking us, “when I
come to you, will I find a place in your heart
for me? Or will there be no
room in the Inn? Will you
be too busy for me?”
Busyness and
preoccupation is a
particular problem this time
of year. The world around
us, when it acknowledges
Christmas at all, treats it as
an excuse for indulging in
consumerism. And this
means distraction for us.
Christians make an effort to
“keep Christ in Christmas,”
but this is a small current
attempting to go against the flow of the great
river of “happy holidays.” For many people,
the holidays are not so very happy at all;
rather they are filled with frustration, angst
and depression. Even if that’s not the case
for us, we’re likely to have our minds
occupied with just about anything but Christ.
Besides the fact that these are simply
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symptoms of our brokenness, the problem is
that we’ve forgotten that the meaning of this
season — and the meaning of our life — is to
prepare for the Lord’s coming. That is, not
just to decorate our homes, but to adorn our
hearts with virtues like humility, patience,
long-suffering and self-control, which are
better than any blinking lights or blown-up
creches.
As an antidote to all the “holiday” distraction,
the Church gives us special services, hymns
and prayers that re-focus our minds. She
gives us fasting, which helps us to be mindful
of the true nourishment we receive from
Christ. And she gives us alms-giving, which
overcomes our selfishness through acts of
radical generosity. If we do it for Christ’s
sake, as an act of love inspired by Him, our
generosity during this season becomes a
path to renewed communion with God. Even
a cup of cold water given as an act of selfless
Christian love, has its reward (Matt. 10:42).
May we see these next several weeks
leading to the Nativity as above all a time of
preparing for the Lord’s coming — His
coming at His birth, His coming again on the
last day, and His coming to us each and
every day of our life. “And whatever you do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him.” (Col. 3:17)
With love in Christ,
Fr. Daniel
Burying the Dead
By: Katie Jones
“I would give my bread to the hungry and my
clothing to the naked. If I saw anyone of my
people dead...I would bury them.” (Tobit 1:17)
Burying the dead is one of the 7 Corporal
Works of Mercy listed in the Pocket Prayer
Book for Orthodox Christians. We have many
Saints who took this duty to heart, and there
is much we can learn from these Saints. One

such example of this is St. Daniel of
Pereyaslavl, who buried the poor and even
established a monastery at his cemetery. Not
much is known about this Saint besides this
pious devotion to offer burial to the reposed,
but I believe it says something that such a
seemingly simple dedication could lead to a
life of exalted sanctification.
Another model for us Christians is Tobit,
whose story can be read in the book of the
same name in the Old Testament. The book
of Tobit is a beautiful story of a father (Tobit)
sending his only son (Tobias) on a journey to
find his bride. It is a wonderful foreshadowing
of how Christ was sent into the world for His
own bride, and I have loved the book of Tobit
since the first time I read it. I believe there
are many things we can learn from the man
Tobit, such as his care for the departed. In
the first chapter of his book Tobit gives us
some information about himself and his
woes. I find the reason for his difficult
situation quite interesting: Tobit explains that
he had the pious habit of providing honorable
burial to the dead. He was so diligent in this
that the Persian king took exception to Tobit’s
devotion to the proper burial of his Israelite
brethren in the diaspora and sought to kill
him. Tobit hid until it was safe again, but soon
found himself back in his former predicament
because he continued to bury the dead. He
lost his sight in an accident, but God,
remembering Tobit’s exceeding virtue in all
the corporal works of mercy, including the
burial of the dead, sent the long-suffering
man healing through the work of the
Archangel Raphael.
So, then, we can see clearly how the Lord
has demonstrated for us the great virtue of
providing burial for our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in Christ, in that He
has honored this virtue in the context of the
very prefigurement of the Gospel. This is no
small matter, and we should not take it lightly
– it is all too common for us today to feel
squeamish or uncomfortable at the thought of
death and the things that go with it, such as
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burial. Nevertheless, death is the door
through which we must all pass, for it is the
way of all flesh, and our Christ has enjoined
us to offer fitting burial to the earthen body
that was formed in His own image, and was a
temple of the All-Holy Spirit, and will be
raised again on the last day. “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24).
Let us then be not afraid to sow the bodies of
our reposed brethren, that much fruit may be
yielded for the enjoyment of all.*

St. Daniel of Pereyaslavl

*We at St. Nicholas have the opportunity to
participate in this work of mercy with the
establishment of our new burial fund: it will
both honor the memory of the reposed, and
ease the burden on grieving family members.

Wisdom for Living
“He who covers over an offense promotes
love, but whoever repeats the matter
separates close friends.” (Proverbs 17:9)
This passage concisely addresses the matter
of slander. According to the Holy Fathers,
even if what we say is true, speaking of the
faults of others is slander. St. Basil the Great,
for example, in a letter to St. Gregory the

Theologian, makes it a rule that one must not
criticize someone absent, even if what one
says is true, for this is slander. St. John
Chrysostom says that while we fast from
food, we must also fast from saying evil
things about others, for “the evil speaker eats
the flesh of his brother, and bites the body of
his neighbor.” And the Apostle Paul describes
slander and all evil words as “biting and
devouring one another.” (Gal. 5:15).
On the one hand, “love covers a multitude of
sins,” (1 Pet. 4:8) while on the other hand,
“every idle word men may speak, they will
give account of it in the day of judgment. For
by your words you will be justified and by
your words you will be condemned.” (Matt.
12:36-37) We’re warned that our speech is a
gift, meant to be used for good and not for
evil, and that we are accountable for how we
use that gift. For this reason, St. James
counsels us to be “slow to speak,” for the
tongue can be “a fire, a world of iniquity…
with it we bless our God and Father, and with
it we curse men…my brethren, these things
ought not to be so.” (James 3:6,9,10)
If even a true criticism of an absent brother is
slander, we should be all that much more
careful when the basis for something is
uncertain. Even our own eyes and ears can
deceive us. A classic example comes from
Abba Poemen in the Sayings of the Desert
Fathers. A certain brother thought he saw
another brother lying with a woman. He was
indignant about their behavior; he kicked
them and told them to stop their fornication.
But on closer inspection, it turns out the
“couple” was a pile of corn sheaves. Besides,
say the Desert Fathers, you may see
someone sin during the day, but you don’t
see how they repent with tears during the
night. Thus, unless we are in a position to
correct someone, in which case the only
person to address is the one in need of
correction, what is far better than to “repeat
the matter” is to “cover” one another with
love, speaking to God in prayer for the one
whom we’re tempted to slander.
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Parish News & Announcements
•

The St. Daniel (of Pereyslavl)
Burial Fund has been
established to provide a
decent and holy burial for
those who lack the means. To
contribute to the fund, you can
send a check, or drop it in the
offering basket, with the
earmark “Burial Fund.”

•

Save the Date! His Grace,
Bishop BASIL will be
coming to visit Dec. 1-3.

•

Our Stewardship Campaign
continues. Please turn in your
stewardship form by Dec. 3.

•

As of Nov. 15, we are now in
the midst of the 40-day
Nativity Fast as we prepare
ourselves for Christ’s
Incarnation. Blessed fast!

•

Allen Lawrence is offering
pro bono notary services to
members of St. Nicholas.
Please see Allen to arrange a
meeting.

November Name Days
1st Saturday of the month - David Beason
(St. Raphael)
Nov. 8 - Mihail Baluna, Angela Benson,
Michael Busada, Kiki Casten, Michaela
Filipek, Michael Marty-Newman (Holy
Archangels)
Nov. 13 - John Hunter Berry (St. John
Chrysostom)
Nov. 14 - Philip Johnson, Philip LaHaye
Nov. 16 - Charlie Berry (St. Matthew)
Nov. 25 - Maya Aboufaycal, Jan Johnson (St.
Catherine)
November Birthdays
Nov. 2 - Natalia Hand
Nov. 3 - John Olsen
Nov. 7 - Ethelyn LaHaye
Nov. 10 - Sophia Johnston
Nov. 18 - Jessica Busada
Nov. 19 - Tina Edmiston
Nov. 22 - Halim Aboufaycal, Nadia Johnston
Nov. 25 - Anna Bloss, Liz Gouletas

Contact Us! Let us know what you’d like
to see in the newsletter! Call, text, or
email us at:
tel:
(903) 949-1239
email: jones.c4@gmail.com
jones.kg7@gmail.com
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