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Pastoral Epistle: Rejoicing in the Lord’s
Day
On the middle Wednesday of the Lenten fast,
half-way through the journey to Pascha, we
hear the following hymn at Orthros:
"Having come to the middle point on the path
of the Fast that leads to Thy precious Cross,
grant that we may see Thy day that Abraham
saw and rejoiced, when on the mountain he
received Isaac back
alive as from the
tomb. Delivered
from the enemy by
faith, may we share
in Thy mystical
supper, calling
upon Thee in
peace: Our light
and our Savior,
glory to Thee.”
This remarkable
verse reminds us of
the Lord’s words in the Gospel when He says
that “Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he
saw it and was glad.” The Jewish authorities
ask a question that reveals their spiritual
ignorance: “You are not yet 50 years old, and
have you seen Abraham?” To which the Lord
responds with a clear proclamation of His
divinity: “Most assuredly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I AM.” (Jn. 8: 56-58)
This exchange reveals the Lord Jesus as the
One who spoke from the burning bush in
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Exodus: the “I Am,” “our Light and our
Savior.” It also refers to the event recorded in
Genesis 22, when God tested Abraham’s
faith by commanding him to sacrifice his only
son, Isaac. Abraham showed astounding
trust in God by obeying the command. He
was just taking the knife in his hand to kill
Isaac when the Lord intervened, offering a
ram in place of Isaac as the sacrifice.
Abraham had indeed demonstrated perfect
obedience, but his faithful act also formed a
striking prophetic
image of Pascha. It
was as if Isaac had
died for Abraham,
and now he was
raised from the
dead. Abraham’s
joy and relief must
have been
indescribable. It
was a
foreshadowing of
Christ’s
resurrection, and
this is what the hymn quoted above interprets
as the “day” of Christ that Abraham
prophetically “rejoiced to see.”
The hymn asks that God would allow us also
to see that “day” of the resurrection, and
prays that, “delivered from the enemy by
faith,” we may experience the mystical
supper — that is, the Kingdom of Heaven.
We could say that is the ultimate prayer of a
Christian; what more could we ask than that
God would deliver us from the power of the
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enemy and grant us to rejoice in the
Kingdom. Here’s the rub, though: like
Abraham, we must go through our trials of
faith. Our obedience must be tested. Our
desire for God must be purified; it must be
refined in the refiner’s fire. That is the
purpose and meaning of our every struggle in
this life. If we can understand our life in that
light, then we can experience it as one,
continuous Lenten journey, with every
stumble, every sorrow, every frustration, as
well as every moment of joy, revealing how
God is drawing us lovingly to His mystical
supper on the last Day — the Day of eternal
Pascha.
Wishing you a blessed journey to the
Kingdom,
Fr. Daniel

Some jewels from St. John Climacus’s
The Ladder of Divine Ascent (600AD)
Curated By: Dave Gouletas
"A charitable and sensible mind takes careful
note of the virtues it observes in another,
while the fool goes looking for faults and
defects. It is said of such a one that it was
said 'They have searched out iniquity and
died in the search.’” (Ps 63:7)
"Remembrance of wrongs is the shame of
prayer, a turning away from love..."
"The first stage of blessed patience is to
accept dishonor with bitterness and anguish
of soul. The intermediate stage is to be free
from pain amidst such things. The perfect
stage, if that is attainable, is to think of
dishonor as praise…"
"I once saw three monks receive the same
type of injury at the same time. The first felt it
keenly, but did not speak; the second was
delighted by the thought of reward the injury
would bring him and he felt compassion for

the wrongdoer; the third wept fervently at the
thought of the harm his offending neighbor
was suffering..."
"Freedom from anger is an endless wish for
dishonor, whereas among the vainglorious
there is a limitless thirst for praise…"
"He who has expelled malice has found
forgiveness, but he who hugs it is deprived of
mercy."
“An angry person is like a voluntary
epileptic... conversion requires great humility
and anger is an indication of all kinds of
presumptuousness... "
"A true sign of having completely mastered
this putrefaction will not come when you pray
for the man who offended you, not when you
give him presents, not when you invite him to
share a meal with you, but only when, on
hearing of some catastrophe that has
afflicted him in body or soul, you suffer and
you lament for him as if for yourself…"
"A sign of utter meekness is to have a heart
peacefully and lovingly disposed toward
someone who has been offensive, and a sure
proof of a hot temper is that a man, even
when he is alone, should with word and
gesture continue to rage and fulminate
against some absent person who
has given offense."
"If it is true that the Holy Spirit is peace of
soul, as He is said to be and as, indeed, He
is, and if anger is disturbance of the heart, as
it really is and as it is said to be, then there is
no greater obstacle to the presence of the
Spirit in us than anger."
"Blame not the person who falls but the
prompting demon; none of us
wish to sin -all of us do."
"He who has achieved stillness [Gk hesychia]
has arrived at the very center of mysteries."
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Holy Saturday (A Poem)
By: Anonymous
Not with this world’s bread,
all grey and stale
its grains the bitter tears and fears
and isolated years
of our betrayal Save! My soul screams out
then falls back in silent dread
What if the dead should not be heard
not even by this living word
What if my hope should fail
What if the coldness in my chest prevail
No more! This sinner’s oil,
this sleek and fattened head
this vain and anxious toil
No more! This slinking, coy retreat
this lust for lies
this worm-infested meat
No more! My soul,
your liberator lives
He will not feed you with the spoil
of paralyzing doubt
or cruel, furtive eyes
Himself He gives
No more to thirst, no more to ail
No more to lie here rotting in this jail
Courage, courage, soul, be wise
and cease your long, pathetic wail
and you will hear your Savior shout:
Dry bones, I say to you, arise!

St. Patrick and the Missionary Spirit
By: Rdr. John Carter Jones
St. Patrick is the patron of our little chapel in
Lewisville. He holds a special place in our
hearts - perhaps somewhat because I have
Irish ancestors, and I would be remiss if I
didn’t have some small affection for the Saint.
But even more than that, we love St. Patrick
because of what he was, because it
resonates with what we want to be in our
small sphere: he was a missionary.

St. Patrick is venerated in the Orthodox
Church as “Equal-to-the-Apostles” and “the
Enlightener of Ireland.” Even in our secular
culture we can’t think of St. Patrick without
conjuring images of shamrocks and rolling
green hills and sheep - St. Patrick embodies
everything it means to be Irish, sans the
whiskey. Patrick is such a common name
among the Irish that they are sometimes
derisively called Paddies (a corruption of the
name “Patrick”). What many people don’t
realize, however, is that St. Patrick was not
Irish.
Nevertheless, he had a heart for the Irish
people, and this in spite of his treatment by
them. St. Patrick was born in the year 387 in
Roman Britain, in a village called Bannavem
Taburniae. When he was 16 years old, he
was captured during a raid by Irish
marauders, and was forced into slavery. He
was pressed into service as a shepherd,
herding and tending the sheep of his Irish
captors. During this time he prayed often and
came to a deep faith in God, a faith he did
not have growing up. When he was 22, he
had a vision in which God instructed him in
how to escape Ireland. This he did, and
eventually left for England, and then France,
where he sought instruction for the
priesthood from St. Germanus, the bishop of
Auxerre. Around the year 430 he was
ordained as a bishop, and was instructed by
God to return to Ireland, where his love for
the Irish people led him to zealously proclaim
the Gospel to all.
Under his care, the flock of the faithful grew
to fill all of Ireland, accompanied by many
miracles. After a life of fruitful labor, St.
Patrick reposed in the Lord on March 17,
461.
St. Patrick’s life is something to contemplate,
especially for us Orthodox in America. We
have here a rich treasury of missionary
Saints: St. Herman and St. Innocent of
Alaska, St. Raphael of Brooklyn, St.
Alexander Toth, St. John of San Francisco,
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along with so many others. Even today there
are many among us who may one day be
venerated as missionary Saints - I personally
think about the late Archbishop +Dmitri of
Dallas, whose relics were found incorrupt not
long ago. These are lives we should seek to
emulate, proclaiming the Gospel with
boldness in a nation increasingly hostile to
traditional Christianity.
Holy Orthodoxy was brought to this country
primarily by immigrants, people whose
forebears were not American, but who
nevertheless hold a great affection for this
land - just as St. Patrick, who was not Irish,
came and proclaimed the Gospel to the
pagan Irish people, embracing their language
and culture and transforming it into
something truly Christian and truly Orthodox.
Ireland was so staunch in its Orthodoxy that it
did not fall into the Great Schism for almost a
hundred years after the rest of Western
Europe, and only then because they were
conquered by Norman invaders bent on
forcing the Irish people to accept the papacy.
To those who are so-called “cradle
Orthodox,” St. Patrick’s life is a challenge to
bring that same kind of zeal for the Light of
Truth to a country swathed in deep and
deepening darkness. To those of us who are
converts, St. Patrick is a wonderful example
of the power of Orthodoxy to illumine a
culture and nation hitherto ignorant of it, and
a personal example of the life of piety and
boldness that we should strive toward.
I used to have a habit of asking St. Patrick to
pray to God to give me the same sort of
missionary zeal and love that he had - and it
would never fail that in the days I prayed like
that, I would receive an opportunity to
discuss Orthodoxy with someone, share with
them the wonderful things that Christ has
done for us in conquering death and
establishing His Church as an unshakeable
foundation of Truth in the world. This world is
thirsty for Truth in the midst of a culture that
proclaims that there is no absolute truth, that
anything goes, that it’s all just opinions,

anyway. Many embrace this view because it
seems, on its face, to be egalitarian, openminded, and loving. But it is a view that
leaves one dissatisfied, ultimately stranded
on the shores of one’s own ego, grasping for
half-baked answers to endless questions,
leaving us battered and ever seeking for
endless distractions from those heavy
questions, mired in a perpetual fog of doubt.
Look and see for yourself that this is true. I
would encourage you to ask for St. Patrick’s
prayers, to meditate on his life, to be bold in
your proclamation of the Truth of God’s
unfathomable love for us, the Truth of
Orthodoxy. It is a habit of prayer that we
would all do well to cultivate.

May St. Patrick pray for us, together with the
Most Holy Theotokos, the choir of the
missionary Saints of America, and all the
Saints. Amen.
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Wisdom for Living
In the book of Proverbs, we read this:
“There is shame that brings on sin,
And there is shame that is glory and
grace.” (Prov. 26:12)
Certainly shame is something we
usually think of as negative. At the
same time we use the expression, “to
feel no shame, meaning, “to have a
deficient standard of decency.” So,
then, “to feel shame” would mean to
have an appropriate sense of
decency. Shame in that context
seems to be something positive.
So which is it? Is shame good or bad?
Well, as this verse points out, it can
be either, depending on how we use
it. We might think of shame as a
painful dissonance within ourselves
caused by failing in some way (or
believing we’ve failed). How we
respond to that pain depends on
where our hope is to be found. If, on
the one hand, I put my hope in
myself, then I expect to do everything
well. Inevitably, though, I have to face
the fact that I haven’t done everything
well, either because I recognize it
myself or because someone else is
shoving that fact in my face; that
painful recognition then sends me into
a downward spiral that leads me to a
destructive response. There is a
violent, morbid feeling that wells up in
me and is directed either towards
myself in self-loathing, or towards
another person. Perhaps I lash out, or
else I simply brood — for now. That’s
the sin that comes from the first kind
of shame.

to death. Godly sorrow, on the other
hand, because it is connected with
the Resurrection, leads to life.
Likewise, there “is shame that is glory
and grace.” With that shame, my
hope is not in myself, but in Christ. In
Him, my shame is transformed by the
shame of the Cross, which He
voluntarily excepted. Again, I find that
I’ve failed, but now that failure
becomes a powerful motivation to turn
to the source of my hope. In prayer, I
bury my tearful face in the bosom of
the Lord. Though the shame burns, it
is now joined with the purifying fire of
the Master Craftsman, burning away
all the dross in us, leaving the pure
metal.
In The Enlargement of the Heart, Fr.
Zacharias says concerning
confession that “if we know to whom
we present ourselves, we shall have
the courage to take some shame
upon ourselves.” Because we hope in
the goodness of the Lord, the shame
we feel for our sins no longer stands
between us and God; instead it
motivates us to run towards
reconciliation. In the words of Elder
Sophrony, “that shame will be
converted into spiritual energy that
can overcome the passions and sin.”
In God’s mysterious providence, the
very symptom of our sinfulness then
becomes the force impelling us
towards deeper life in Christ, just as
the shame of the Cross leads to the
glory of the Resurrection.

Shame of that sort is like the “worldly
sorrow” of which St. Paul speaks (II
Cor. 7:10). It is disconnected from the
hope of the Resurrection, and leads
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St. Nicholas Holy Week Service Schedule, 2018
Lazarus Saturday – March 31:
8am – Orthros
9am – Divine Liturgy
A Pancake breakfast follows the Liturgy
5pm – Great Vespers of Palm Sunday
6pm - Confession
Palm Sunday – April 1:
9am – Orthros, w/blessing of Palms
10am – Divine Liturgy, w/procession**
6pm – Bridegroom Orthros of Holy
Monday
Great and Holy Monday – April 2:
9am – Hours w/ St. Mark’s Gospel
6pm – Bridegroom Orthros of Holy
Tuesday
Great and Holy Tuesday – April 3:
9am – Hours w/ St. Mark’s Gospel
6pm – Bridegroom Orthros of Holy
Wednesday
Great and Holy Wednesday – April 4:
9am – Hours w/ St. Mark’s Gospel
10am – Presanctified Liturgy
6pm – Holy Unction

Great and Holy Thursday – April 5:
10am – Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
(Mystical Supper)
12noon - Rite of the Washing of Feet
6pm – Orthros of Holy Friday with 12
Gospel Readings
Great and Holy Friday – April 6:
9am – Royal Hours & Typika*
11am – Pre-Baptism Prayers
3pm – Unnailing Vespers (Taking Down of
the Lord’s Body)
7pm – Holy Saturday Orthros w/
Lamentations (followed by All-Night
Vigil w/Psalm reading)
Great and Holy Saturday – April 7:
10am – Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
w/ Baptism
Services of Holy Pascha
Saturday 10:30pm (April 7) – Paschal
Resurrection Vigil & Liturgy**+
Sunday 12 noon (April 8) – Agape
Vespers**
* The decoration of the Bier (Epitaphios) by the
Ladies will follow the Typika.
**Potluck meals to follow these services
+Pascha baskets will be blessed following the
Liturgy
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Parish News & Announcements
• The St. Daniel (of Pereyaslavl)
Burial Fund has been established
to provide a decent and holy burial
for those who lack the means. To
contribute to the fund, you can send
a check, or drop it in the offering
basket, with the earmark “Burial
Fund.”
• The Ladies of St. Nicholas are
collecting funds for flowers to
decorate for Holy Week and
Pascha. Please give donations to
Denise Busada or Dara Katsufrakis.
• The long-awaited icon of St. Justin
Martyr (the Philosopher), whose
relic we have, has just arrived at the
church. We need to finish paying
our iconographer, Vasiliki Oldziey,
who kindly went ahead with the
work with a 1/2 payment. Of $750
needed we’ve raised about $450.
Please consider a contribution in
honor of St. Justin, through whose
prayers may we grow in wisdom
and courage.

Contact Us! Let us know what you’d like
to see in the newsletter! Call, text, or
email us at:
tel:
(903) 949-1239
email: jones.c4@gmail.com
jones.kg7@gmail.com

March/April Birthdays
March 4 - Carter Jones
March 7 - Katie Jones
March 9 - Lisa Aboufaycal
March 10 - Henry Berry
March 11 - Jeremy Frank, Shereen
Moufarrej, Ella Stewart
March 12 - Gary Galloway
March 15 - Mary Brou, Leah Freeman
March 16 - William Casten
March 19 - Ronnie Edmiston
March 23 - Jacquelyn Marty, Whitney
Busada, Gayle Hearne
March 24 - Anna Stewart
April 1 - Annelisa Davis
April 8 - Bobby Booras
April 9 - Elizabeth Filipek, Galina Mikhaylova
April 10 - Ella Olsen, Joseph Aboufaycal,
Maya Aboufaycal
April 11 - Philip Johnson, Lynda Delo
April 14 - Thomas Filipek
April 22 - Ted Casten
April 24 - Matt Berry, Gabriel Floyd
April 25 - Denise Busada
April 26 - Devon Floyd
April 27 - Nikolai Filipek
April 28 - Michaela Filipek

March/April Name days
March 10 - Galina Mikhaylova (St. Galina)
March 14 - Matilda Nagim (St. Matilda)
March 18 (St. John Climacus Sunday) Thomas John Filipek
April 8 - Larissa Williams (St. Larissa)
April 12 - Annelisa Davis (St. Athanasia)
April 23 - Barry Busada, Mitch Busada,
Warren Busada, Roxana Baluna, Elton
Stewart (St. George)
April 13 (Bright Friday) - Zoe Blanchard (Lifegiving Spring)
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