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Making a Good Beginning

last forever. Our failures won’t define us
forever.

Well, it’s another January, and another new
year. And if you’re past a certain age, it’s
probably another occasion to wonder how the
years can be slipping by so quickly. Time is a
funny thing. It can
seem to be moving
terribly slowly,
especially when we’re
young and impatient,
or when we’re waiting
for something. At other
times, it passes with
shocking speed. Our
children seem to grow
up right before our
eyes as if in a timelapse photography
sequence. Another
year has passed, and
we still haven’t done a
fraction of the things
we meant to do last
year.

In fact, our failures don’t define us even now.
But they often sit with us for a long time.
They weigh on us, irritate us, cause us
discomfort. That’s especially the case if we’re
given to dwelling on the
past, or living in the
future. The past is
where our failures live.
The future is where we
fear they will crop up
again. But the present
— this very moment —
is the one that touches
eternity, and so unites
us with Christ, our
eternal Lord.

The fact is, this whole life is but an instant
compared with eternity. If we consider that
God created us for the ageless age of
Heaven — that we were made to breathe the
air of eternity — then it makes sense that this
world’s time and its frenzy seem weird to us.
But it’s a mercy from God. This life, which
can sometimes be hellish, won’t last forever.
Whatever pain we’re experiencing now won’t

The prayer of the
Church calls us to be
in this moment. If we’re
stuck in the past or
fixated on the future,
we will miss it. The
Liturgy, and every
Orthodox prayer, involves an act of turning
our attention — at this moment — towards
the Holy Trinity. We speak of what has
happened in the past, both our sins and
God’s acts of mercy. We pray that God will be
with us and bless us in the future. But the
prayer itself always takes place in the
present. True prayer is being present: our
mind present in our body, and our whole
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selves present with the Lord. And in this
present moment we ask for a new beginning.

Thee, grant by Thy grace that I may make a
good beginning. Amen.”

There’s a false Gospel in the world that
mimics this idea of a new beginning. The socalled “prosperity Gospel,” which tells people
that if they just have enough faith, everything
will go well for them and they’ll never have to
suffer again. “Today is a new beginning! Just
think positive thoughts, and everything will be
positive from now on!” It’s not true. Bad
things will happen to you. Bad things happen
to good people, to Saints! Or at least they
may seem bad at the time. St. Paul had a
“thorn in the flesh,” which God allowed, even
though he was St. Paul! And the Lord allows
“thorns” in our “flesh,” too: those things that
remind us that we must depend on God, not
on ourselves; those things that humble us,
that drive us to cry out to God from the
depths of our being.

With love in Christ,

The enemy specializes in half-truths twisted
into lies. The lies are that our path to the
Kingdom can be completely trouble-free, that
we can avoid pain, that we can escape
unpleasantness in this life, and that we can
just pretend sin doesn’t exist. The truths are
that God’s love is with us, that with God all
things are possible, that our past failures
need not be obstacles to future blessings,
and that we are called to live in the present
moment. If, in the present moment, we offer
genuine repentance for our past sins, lift up
our hearts up to the Lord, and ask Him to
enable us to make a good beginning, He will.
And where sin abounded, because we have
been humbled by our failure, grace will all the
more abound.
St. Paul, who so appreciated what time God
gave him, calls us to “redeem the time.” A
morning prayer of St. John Chrysostom
expresses perfectly how we can do that. With
humility and trust in God we can turn to Him
each day, each moment if possible, during
this new year, saying: “Lord, my God, even
though I have done nothing good before

Fr. Daniel

Homily “On How Man Is Most Dear to God,
and God to Man”
By: St. Nikolai Velimirovich
“I seek not yours, but you” (II Cor. 12:14)
By these words, which could only be
pronounced by the flame of the Apostle’s love
for those around him, is stated the essence
of the relationship of the Christian with God
and of God with the Christian.
The love of God might say:
“Thou, O Christian, dost fast for My sake,
thou performest works of mercy for My sake,
thou liftest ardent prayer for My sake, thou
buildest churches for My sake, thou makest
sacrifices and doest many other goodly
deeds for My sake. All this is good and
pleasing in My sight, but thou thyself art
dearer to Me than all of these. In the end, I
seek nothing of all these, but thee, thee
alone.”
The love of the Christian might reply:
“Thou, Lord, givest me health, and that is
good. Thou makest the light, releasest the
rain, refreshest the air with Thy lightning, and
that is good. Thou givest wealth and wisdom
and length of days and issue, and abundantly
spreadest countless other blessings on the
dining-table of this life. And all this is good
and precious, and I receive it all with
thankfulness. But in the end, it is but the
edge of Thy skirts; in the end I seek nothing
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of all these, but Thee, Lord, Thee alone.”
Oh, my brethren, God is not seen with bodily
sight, and neither is man. That which is seen
in the whole of nature is only something of
God, and that which is seen in the bodily
clothing is only something of man. God is
love, my brethren, bringing heaven down to
earth; and man is love, my brethren, lifting
earth up to heaven.
O Lord, Thou who lovest mankind, the
Creator and Sustainer of all, do Thou abide
more and more in us by Thy life-giving Spirit,
that we may live in Thy deathless Kingdom.
To Thee be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

The Church is a Necessity
By: Fran Presley
A poll shows 7 in 10 Americans believe you
can be religious without the Church. If I had
answered that poll in my early 20s, I would
have gone them one better. I believed you
could be a good Christian without the
Church. After all, I treated people kindly. I
prayed. I read the Bible. Why did I need the
Church?
But Christians who think they don't need the
Church sometimes get surprised when they
read the Bible. Amazing truths lurk between
its covers. Imagine my shock when I read
Col. 1:18: "And He is the head of the body,
the church … " There it was again in Rom.
12:5: " … so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one
another." And again in Eph. 4:15,16.
I couldn't miss the message in Eph. 5:30,
either: "For we are members of His body, of
His flesh and of His bones." Verse 29 makes
it clear Paul is talking about the Church.

If the Church is Christ's body, then what
about people like me? Suddenly I saw myself
as a severed body part, receiving no
nourishment, no life from the body. And
dismembered body parts waste away.
But isn't there some provision made for good
Christians who are not committed to Church?
I kept looking - and I kept seeing word
pictures of people joined together with each
other and with Christ. First Peter 2:5 talks
about living stones being built into a spiritual
house. Was I, then, a useless rock out in a
field somewhere?
Again in Eph. 2, Paul writes about Jesus
being the chief cornerstone, "in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord." Then comes
the picture of a vine and branches in John
15. Jesus says, "I am the true vine, you are
the branches … "
I grew up in church and took it for granted. I
missed the message of its necessity for my
spiritual lifeblood. Now I was seeing it all over
the New Testament. In 1 Tim. 3, Paul calls
the church the "pillar and ground of the truth."
And I was becoming more and more
uncomfortable as pictures of myself
emerged: a withering branch, a severed body
part, a rock not good for anything. Then I saw
Paul's description in Col. 2 of the church
being "knit together in love." I pictured a
warm, lovely knitted sweater. I saw myself as
a piece of loose thread.
Other New Testament descriptions call the
Church Christ's bride. I didn't even want to
think about Christ's relationship to a person
who had isolated herself from the Church.
Even the tender picture of Christ as the Good
Shepherd going out to search for His lost
sheep carries with it the understanding that
He will place the wandering sheep back with
the flock.
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And no wonder the Shepherd was searching!
Life is filled with perils for a lost lamb alone.
If the biblical word pictures of the Church
were not enough, I couldn't miss Paul's
admonition in Heb. 10 about not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together.
Once I saw God's plan for Christians, I
couldn't get involved in the Church fast
enough! A Bible scholar wrote, "One of the
tragic aberrations of so-called modern
religion is the presence of churchless
Christianity. To say we love Christ, who is the
Head of the Church, and at the same time
reject His body is to deny New Testament
teaching."
The sharp-witted English writer and culture
critic Malcolm Muggeridge got a quick lesson
about the Church one day. Aiming to shock
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, he told her he
thought God needed Christians outside the
Church as well as inside. Came the tart reply:
"No. He doesn't."
Not long after that, Muggeridge joined the
Church. Just goes to show: decent Christians
who aren't committed to the Church need to
be very careful what they read and whom
they talk to.

Parish News & Announcements
• Our annual meeting will be held on
Jan. 21. We will discuss the state of
our parish and how things are
looking for 2018. You are a member
of the Body, and your presence at
our Parish family meeting is very
important, so please make it a
priority to be there!
• The St. Daniel (of Pereyaslavl)
Burial Fund has been established
to provide a decent and holy burial
for those who lack the means. To
contribute to the fund, you can send
a check, or drop it in the offering
basket, with the earmark “Burial
Fund.”
• If you haven’t already turned in your
2018 Stewardship Form please do
so as soon as possible.
• Dinner at Rescue Mission
upcoming date: January 28
• Bingo at Nursing Home upcoming
date: January 28.
• In lieu of birthday gifts, Bishop
BASIL is requesting donations to his
Mission Endowment Fund, to help
support missions in our diocese!
Please give! It would make Bishop
BASIL very happy. :) Donations can
be made via checks earmarked as
Bishop BASIL Mission Endowment
Fund.
• Allen Lawrence is offering pro bono
notary services to members of St.
Nicholas. Please see Allen to
arrange a meeting.
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January Birthdays
Jan. 1 - Kimiko Fujimura-Warren
Jan. 5 - Bruce Busada, Juliana Meeker
Jan. 7 - Kiki Casten
Jan. 8 - Elizabeth Casten
Jan. 9 - Olivia Floyd
Jan. 11 - Alaina Freeman
Jan. 22 - Brian Newman
Jan. 28 - Hanan Moufarrej
January Anniversaries
Jan. 13 - Fran and Jim Presley
Jan. 30 - Paul and Erika Hand
January Namedays
Jan. 1 - Bishop BASIL & William Casten (St.
Basil)
Jan. 2 - DeWayne Williams (St. Seraphim),
Juliana Meeker (St. Juliana)
Jan. 7 - John Moufarrej (St. John the Baptist)
Jan. 14 - Nino Driver (St. Nina)
Jan. 17 - David Dumestre (St. Anthony)
Jan. 21 - Maximus Olsen (St. Maximus the
Confessor)
Jan. 22 - Gary Galloway (Apostle Timothy)
Jan. 24 - Kimiko Fujimura-Warren & Oksana
Denison (St. Xenia of St. Petersburg)

Contact Us! Let us know what you’d like
to see in the newsletter! Call, text, or
email us at:
tel:
(903) 949-1239
email: jones.c4@gmail.com
jones.kg7@gmail.com
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